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Overview of the current EU-Australia and EU-New Zealand relations 

EU-Australia bilateral trade and investment relations 



5 

EU-New Zealand bilateral trade and investment relations 

Trade policy developments 

Bilateral political relations  

                                                            
1 http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150422_04_en.htm 
2 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-6088_en.htm 
3 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-83_en.htm 
4 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-5947_en.htm?locale=en 
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What are the general issues at stake? 

                                                            
5 The IIA was posted on the Commission websites in February 2016. http://ec.europa.eu/smart-
regulation/roadmaps/docs/2015_trade_040_aus_nz_trade_agreement_en.pdf   
6 http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/new-trade-strategy/  
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What are the specific problems? 
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trade in goods, services and investment can make a significant contribution to 
achieve the aims at the core of the ‘Strategic Agenda for the Union in times of change’

building on the tangible progress made in the EU's bilateral trade agenda, 
efforts should be devoted to pursuing agreements with key partners

conclusion of ambitious, comprehensive and mutually 
beneficial bilateral trade and investment agreements and calls on the Commission to work to 
advance negotiations […] in the Asia-Pacific region.

Australia and New Zealand 
are Europe’s close partners, share Europe’s values and views on many issues, and play an 
important role in the Asia-Pacific region and in multilateral settings. Stronger economic ties 
with these countries will also provide a solid platform for deeper integration with wider Asia-
Pacific value chains. Strengthening these relationships should be a priority."

contribute, in the common interest, to the harmonious development of 
world trade, the progressive abolition of restrictions on international trade and on foreign 
direct investment, and the lowering of customs and other barriers

                                                            

12 http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14708-2015-INIT/en/pdf 
13 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/october/tradoc_153846.pdf 
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encourage the integration of all countries into the world economy, 
including through the progressive abolition of restrictions on international trade
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proposals for 
high-level strategic dialogues with key partners, to discuss strategic issues ranging from 
market access, regulatory framework, global imbalances, energy and climate change, access 
to raw materials, to global poverty, education and development

consolidate and support human rights help develop 
international measures to preserve and improve the quality of the environment and the 
sustainable management of global natural resources

                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
21 http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/key-documents/index_en.htm  in particular No12 in Annex 1 
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2017_annex_i_en.pdf  
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B1) Improved implementation scenario 

B2) Sectoral agreements scenario  
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C1) Conservative, partial liberalisation scenario 
C2) Increased liberalisation scenario including full liberalisation of import tariffs for goods  



17 

Overview of differentiated assumptions for trade in goods in options C1 and C2 
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Main impacts of the options C1 and C2 - GDP, welfare, and bilateral exports in the two 
scenarios in the long term 
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EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 
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Chemicals (including pharmaceuticals) 

EU-Australia  

EU-New Zealand 

 

Transport equipment, including motor vehicles 

EU-Australia  

                                                            
26 The trade figures for current bilateral trade flows are from European Commission trade data as processed by 
DG TRADE and publicly available at: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113346.pdf and 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113425.pdf  
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EU-New Zealand 

 

 

Machinery and electric equipment 

EU-Australia  

EU-New Zealand 
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EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 
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Sugar  

EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 

 

Fruit and vegetables 

EU-Australia  

                                                            
30 
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EU-New Zealand 

 

 

Dairy 

EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 

                                                            
31 Some fruits and vegetable imports do not occur in the season in which they are grown in the country of 
destination. 
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Ruminant meat (beef and sheepmeat) 

EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 

                                                            
32 Cumulative economic impact of future trade agreements on EU agriculture  
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/trade-analysis/impact-assessment_en  
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Overall

Alcoholic beverages 

EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 
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Overall

EU-Australia 

EU-New Zealand 
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32 

                                                            
33 The index is provided by Yale Centre for Environmental Law & Policy (YCELP) and the Centre for International 
Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) at Columbia University 
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Quantitative analysis: 

CO2 emissions  

Percentage change in CO2 emissions in options C1 and C2 

Qualitative analysis: 

Air pollution

Biodiversity 

Land use change 
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Overall, 

Quantitative analysis 
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Wages35 

Reallocation of jobs  

Qualitative analysis 

                                                            
35 Other indicators, i.e. consumer prices and welfare are analysed under the next chapter 5.10 dealing with 
consumer impacts. 
36 In its 1998 Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) established four core labour standards that are deemed universal and have since served as a benchmark 
for the protection of workers’ rights: 1) freedom of association and the effective recognition of the right to 
collective bargaining; 2) the elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labour; 3) the effective abolition of 
child labour; 4) the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation. These four core 
labour standards are protected by the following eight fundamental conventions:  
1. Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise, 1948 (Convention 87)  
2. Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining, 1949 (Convention 98)  
3. Forced Labour, 1930 (Convention 29)  
4. Abolition of Forced Labour, 1957 (Convention 105)  
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Freedom of association and right to collective bargaining 

Child labour 

Elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
5. Minimum Age, 1973 (Convention 138)  
6. Worst Forms of Child Labour, 1999 (Convention 182)  
7. Equal Remuneration, 1951 (Convention 100)  
8. Discrimination (Employment and Occupation), 1958 (Convention 111)   
37 International Labour Organisation (ILO) Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and 
Recommendations (CEACR) 
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Cooperation activities 
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Context and overview of the human rights situation 

Australia  

New Zealand 
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Assessment of impacts of the different options on human rights 
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Availability and affordability of essential goods or services / Right to an adequate standard of 
living 

Right to health 
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Rights of indigenous peoples 

Australia 

New Zealand 
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Business and human rights 

Australia 

New Zealand 

 

Summary of potential impacts on particular rights 
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43 “Essential goods or services” includes as a minimum: water; essential foodstuffs; clothing; essential primary 
healthcare; basic shelter and housing; and the most basic forms of education. 
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44 Australian System of Tariff Preferences (ASTP) 
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Option A: Baseline 

                                                            
45 The difference between the two options is the modelled impact of keeping the status quo under option C1 
for EU imports from Australia and New Zealand of a number of sensitive agricultural sectors. 
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Option C1: comprehensive FTAs with conservative liberalisation assumptions 

 

Option C2: comprehensive FTAs with increased liberalisation assumption  
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48 

considers 
that the full potential of the Union’s bilateral and regional cooperation strategies can only be 
realised by concluding high-quality FTAs with both Australia and New Zealand in a spirit of 
reciprocity and mutual benefit believes that the negotiation of two separate, modern, 
ambitious, balanced and comprehensive FTAs with Australia and New Zealand in accordance 
with the specific features of those economies is a pragmatic way of deepening the bilateral 
partnerships and further reinforcing the existing, already mature bilateral trade and 
investment relationships

                                                            
47  European Parliament resolution of 25 February 2016 on the opening of FTA negotiations with Australia and 
New Zealand (2015/2932(RSP)) http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-
2016-0064&language=EN&ring=B8-2016-0250  
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Please note: 

All operational objectives are to be measured once a year 
The baseline for all operational objectives is 2017 

Evaluation 
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48 http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/aeufta/submissions/Pages/submissions.aspx 
49 https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/agreements-under-negotiation/eu-fta/call-for-
public-submissions-on-the-proposed-eu-fta/ 
50 



53 



54 



55 

 
The information and views in this Annex do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
European Commission. It summarises the input by the stakeholders who participated in the 
public consultation on the future of economic and trade relations between the EU and 
Australia and New Zealand, respectively. 

 

 

                                                            
51 http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2015_trade_040_aus_nz_trade_agreement_en.pdf 
52 http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/index_en.htm  
53Online public consultation on the future of EU-Australia and EU-New Zealand trade and economic relations  
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/consultations/index.cfm?consul_id=195  
54https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/AUZ_NZ  
55 http://trade.ec.europa.eu/consultations/index.cfm?consul_id=195  
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4.1. Current state of play of bilateral trade and economic relations 
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4.2. Overview of priority sectors 
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4.3. Trade in Goods 

 

4.4. Trade in Services  
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4.5. Investment 

-

-
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-

 

4.6. Intellectual property rights 

sine qua non

-

-

 
4.7. Public procurement 
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4.8. Competition environment 

 

4.9. SMEs 
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4.10. Consumers 

 

4.11. Trade and sustainable development  
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4.12. Other issues 
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Step 1: Improving the market access representation 
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Step 2: Updating database to long term 
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http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/155505.htm

 

 


